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TO OUR BROTHER, SISTERS AND FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD

rothers and Sisters: We put in your hands lovingly, the second bulletin that our Church has

prepared for you. We are sharing our quest for faith, hope and joy in the Good News, to

face the great difficulties of these times from El Salvador. We want to be inspiring our

brothers and sisters, and learn from our neighbor. We want to be able to see miracles
daily. We want to be a strong church and a source of commitment to the poorest; with strength and en-
thusiasm of first love.

FOOD CRISIS AND SOLIDARITY AMONG THE POOR

Nobody can deny that the theme of the mo-
ment is the food crisis. The analyses
abound, as rife with accusations and
brought to the same charge. All predict that
the future will remain uncertain for the
world's poor.

According to Notimex, Mexican news agen-
cy, the crisis has its roots in: "Trade policies

and subsidies that rich countries give their
farmers. In addition, they point, the in-

fluence of agricultural production pattern,

climate change and biofuel production, glo-
bal grain trade controlling by large compa-

nies, the financial crisis and stock market
volatility. The problem of raw materials
strong speculation has reached cereals tra-
de now. "In Ziegler statements, (Special
Reporter of the United Nations, for the
Right to Food) he excused those countries
which choose export agriculture: "They do

FOODS FOR HUMAN OR FUEL FOR VEHICLES?

not do this out of cynicism, but because OMassive crops conversion into |
they need foreign currency to pay its debts to prices escalation of those essential commodi-

and foll ow I MF O s a b er r agebneeded forpeople survival."

tes" (Il nternational Monetary Fund). o

In fact this phenomenon is not product of spon-
taneous generation; they are actions that have

been building a dynamic in international trade
relations, where the largest eats the small. Put
in another way: the largest destroys the

chances of small, so small depends on

large.

We are not talking of poor countries but impov-
erished countries. Governments from South
shake off their responsibility, arguing that this is
an "imported crisis ", but they have not tremble
pulse to sign free trade agreements, that allows
large gain at the expense of small.
The governments have broken the national agri-
cultural systems for the sake of
HIGH FUEL PRICES THREATEN FOOD "modernization”; forcing our countries to depend
SECURITY (on staple foods) of import.




he most unprotected (but preferred to

God) without mercy? Undoubtedly, we

must return to eighth century BC pro-

phetic tradition, We must denounce
governments complicity that have legislated,
following intentional financial institutions dic-
tates, protecting internal and external rich mi-
norities, to the world's poor detriment.

We must denounce death merchants, who han-

dled the international market. A market that is

professed free, but in reality is surrounded by

robbery and obsession of accumulation at the

expense of nature and life on the planet.

We also must apply international solidarity to

meet the hunger of the poor and following Ma-

cedonian Church example, as expressed in

Paul 6s Second Letter to the Cori

WHAT IS THE GOOD NEWS WE WILL BRING
YOU?

We do not know with certainty poverty causes

in Paul s ti mes, but thert
explain poor people presence and proliferation

in Jerusalem. First, there are indications that
"persecution” and displacement forced many
Christians to leave their survival means and to

suffer the consequences of this, while, Corinth

was a prosperous city and lived in opulence.

Secondly, remember that Palestine was domi-
nated by the Roman Empir
and empires, even though they might have

been different, always have had a constant:

They are like the vampires, who live off their
victimsoé bl ood. In fact,
empire had political and bureaucratic mecha-
nisms, which imposed economic burdens to
dominated people.

ALL LEARNED. LOVE IS NOT EXCLUSIVE TO
ANY CHURCH

Thirdly, it is likely that the expectation of the
imminent second coming of Christ announced
by Paul, brought many Galileans to Jerusalem,
leaving their sources of family income at home
and being forced to rely on brothers and sisters
charity in Jerusalem.

Although the causes matter, we cannot just
remain in seeking responsible, but it is impera-
tive to be organized and thus avoid the total
collapse. We must promote the political, eco-
nomic and social transformation in order to
make a change in rich and poor countries rela-
tions.

On the other hand, they have not hesitated to
follow International Monetary Fund and World

Bankos dictates, whose policie:
GOSPEL CALLS US TO SHARE WITH THE MARGIN- ~ Wrong but also wrong and inhuman.
ALIZED OF SOCIETY As faith communitiesé What shoul

tude towards this reality that strikes




must come back to what Paul
aid the Church of Macedonia:
i Now I want you
dear brothers and sisters,
what God in his kindness has done
through the churches in Macedonia. They
are being tested by many troubles, and
they are very poor. But they are also
filled with abundant joy, which has over-
fl owed in ri ch gZ2Coenthiars i
8:1-2

Paul says these brothers gave far more they
could afford, no because they had everything,
but because they gave from their poverty. He
also points, that they were spontaneous, from
its sole initiative asked to participate of this
solidarity gesture.

THE GRACE OF GOD WILL COME FOR ALL

We have been witnesses for a long time that it is

not rich people who share but the poor. Latin

America has a rich experience of people from the

North being sensible to human pain and showing

deep Godédés | ove, who have stripp
they have and have shared from their own pov-

erty. We also have seen solidarity among the poor

from the south.

Paul also says: A Ri ght now you have ple
and can help those who are in need. Later,

they will have plenty and can share with you

when you need it. In this way, things will be

equal . As t he Scriptures say, 0
gathered a lot had nothing left over, and

those who gathered only a little had

e n o u g h2.Corinthians 8:14 -15

We cannot fail to point out IMF, WB and transha-

YOUR GAZE TELLS US GOD'S PLANS

tional responsibility who have monopolized

the market. It is also important to note Latin
Ameri can government so |
have responded to agenci
than reaching their peo
tion we need to expose local oligarchies that

have had their interests protected by govern-

ments, leaving the poor completely unpro-
tected.

In this context, we must practice solidarity

and sharing of resources, this will enable us

to survive and to address this situation that

will hit the poorest of the poor. Sharing and

solidarity are inherent to faith communities in POVERTY COSTS SO MUCH! SO EXPENSIVE IS THE
the world. We are called to be consistent for MISERABLE. EVEN THOUGH | KNOW HER SINCE MY
survival and to remain KiBRgh 8HR DOES NG BESIAVESAIPOENMSFRAGMENT
in this world. Amen. OF "I MPOSED FRI ENDO

Tito Rodriguez Orozco,  Church Minister. BY ADICTO JESUS. A SALVADORIAN POET




REMINDING MONSIGNOR ROMERO

Monday, March 24, 2008, were met 28
rs for Archbishop Oscar Romero as-
sination. On that day, we met at

NnDivine Providenceo Hospital
ber along with thousands of others very early in the
morning. It was at this chapel, when he called to
share the Eucharistic bread, that a sniper killed him.
It was a very moving experience. We heard the tes-
timonies shared for those who met him personally
and we saw the place where his body fell. We also
looked at the tanned faces furrowed wrinkling of

elderly people who faithfully attended to commemo-

rate another anniversary of his death. All those who

ROMERO, HIS MEMORY BRINGS TOGETHER are called by his example were gripped with incredi-
CHRISTIANS O\I;Vgl_RLLEARTS OF THE ble emotions. We enjoyed to see that a large num-

ber of attendees are young, boys and girls, who had

the sin represented by the big gap between not yet born when Romero denounced military bar-

those few who had everything and the most barity:
who had very little, as well as the danger of
ideological fanaticism and hatred that could be
appropriating hearts of those who were op-
posed to such shameful conditions in the

country.

Baptists, Lutherans, Anglicans, evangelicals of
different denominations, atheists, and of
course Roman Catholics marched ecumeni-
cally through San Salvador streets, leading to
our small children and adolescents, reminding
Monsignor and those who gave their lives to

change this country.

An incident happened with a policeman: He <9k
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helped our group to continue the march and
defended us from an angry driver. The police-
man attitude reaffirmed in our consciousness
the great change we are witnesses now. The
same police would have attacked those who
expressed support for Monsignor twenty -eight
years ago. Finally, it is the same conscience

that demands us, Christian churches and non -

Christians to pray and to work, making of El PROPHET AND MARTYR
Salvador a Kingdom of Godds window.




PRAYING FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN MEJICANOS

cerned about the crime that
plagues our town, a group of
inisters from different
urches: Prophetic Pentecos-
tal church, Praise and worship Inde-
pendent Tabernacle, Anointing Foot-
prints, United Pentecostal and Lamb of
God Baptist Church invited their
church members to march from the
park to the city center.

This event was very important because
it is a symbol of a change in local reli- WE WILL DEFEAT CRIME WI TH GOD
gious |l eadersdé mentality. They aIwQEMPs

have been reluctant to express their
views and to take action on social
problems suffered by its parishion-
ers, mainly when this view or action
involves a critical refusal to central

government.

The worship was very moving;

prayers were elevated to heaven

PRAYING FOR CRIME VICTIMS

for the victims of these acts and their

families, as well as the aggressors, who
are often young people whose life
passes in a violence spiral. Our Minister
Tito Orozco, is promoting a permanent
reflection with this group of church
leaders, so that evangelical churches

are not only concern about member-

ship increasing, but also to achieve a

true rebirth in Christ, committed to the EVANGELICAL CHURCHES PRAYING FOR

poorest. PEACE AND JUSTICE IN
MEJICANOS CITY




WHAT | LIKE MOST IS DOING LAUNDRY

n,April 19 and 20, 2008; four-
teen young people from San
Pedro Perulapan Mission visited
our church, sharing different
activities, Sunday Bible School and Wor-
ship. On Saturday, 19, we enjoyed visiting
a tourist site called Devil's Gate. It is a
peculiar name for a giant rock formation
that simulates an opening. The top of the
mountain is mostly cloudy resembling the

vapors of a cauldron.
THE VIEW IS IMPRESSIVE

IT is located half an hour by car from our
Church. For our brothers and sisters from
San Pedro, it was the first time they were
visiting this place. For our brothers and
sisters from San Pedro, it was the first
time they were Vvisiting this place
The pure rock mountains demanded us to
hike for several minutes; we did the effort
happily for a chance to enjoy an impres-

sive sight, because when the haze goes, it

UNDER A HUGE ROCK, is possible to see up to the Pacific Ocean.
REFLECTING ON SAINT PETER 2A 1:20 At the foot of the mountain, we saw Pan-
people who speak Nahuatl, the language chimalco town, place where still
of our ancestors live.

We saw some bold that hung from a ca-

ble slipping between two great cliffs, at

least ninety meters high, extreme experi-

ence that | politely excused to imitate.

Not so, Diego, a young church member,

who without thinking twice, flew sus-

pended of the cable provoking the admi-

ration of some, and his fathero6s enor mous
shock. Then we went to a typical food

restaurant, where we enjoyed

"oupusas” (a typical Salvadoran dish), DIEGO, CANOPYING NINETY METERS

and a nice chat. HIGH



