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TO OUR FRIENDS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF THE WORLD

rothers and Sisters: Moved by the persecutions and deportations our broth ers and

sisters suffer, who illegally have emigrated to the metropolis of the fir st world, we

have reflected upon this from our church’s perspective. Our reflection is one which

takes the side of the poor and weak; we believe that the immigrant s that have been
led to your country will touch your heart and conscience, and in from your country and your
home, you might raise your opinion to the people that are pursuin g a dream and are looking to
the birth land of the Baptist missionaries who over one hundred y ears ago initiated their jour-
ney to the South, and came to share the good news of our Jesus Christ.

LOVING GOD THROUGH THE MIGRANT

The Guarani Indian (South America) lived in con-
stant movement before the Spanish conquest. For
many years those migrations looked suspicious
and unexplainable to the archeologists. The his-
toric myth revealed a logical reason: “The nation
of the immortality and the land without evils
(misfortunes)” was the dream that pushed the tribe
to move.”(1)

“Toward 1800 BC., in another time and place the
Hebrews also migrated in huge numbers in two
directions” to the south of Canaan and to Egypt”.
Father Sibate tells us about the composition of the
Hebrew people that left Egypt, it included immi-

grants of other nations that were under Egyptian
rule, running from hunger and/or conflicted areas
of their ancestors. The migrations of the two sto-
ries have a lot in common: The misery and the

search of the mythical dream. The Guarani tribes THE HISTORY TEACHES THAT BIG WALLS DON'T
were looking for “the land without evil ISOLATE CIVILIZATIONS.
(misfortunes) or “the nation of immortality”. The
ones who left Egypt migrated to the Land of Ca-
naan., “land which is also known asttfe land
flowing with milk and honey” also known athe
fertile crescent(2)

and immigrants now search for the fabled American
dream or in it defect the European dream.

The main reason of the migration

“Poverty is the eternal cause of huge mobilizations to-
ward economically developed locations, where people
suppose there are possibilities where ones dreams can
be reached, a dream that in their countries of origin are
neglected. Poverty and misery are the main reasons of
migrations in the poorest countries of the planet, and
these can only be stopped, if the conditions of life are
changed, and people could resolve their most basic
problems in their countries of origin. To say that pov-
erty is demographic and the reason for migrations is to
affirm at the same time that there are few economical
e s resources. Nonetheless big transnational enterprises,
L whose headquarters are in the important cities of the
THE MIGRANTS ARE NOT A MENACE FOR THE first world, obtain huge earning thanks to legal or illegal
SECURITY OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES migrants.
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ngineer Pedro Roque, columnist for the
ewspaper Diario de Hoy, in El Salvador,
gives some very useful information: “The
ative countries of many of the migrants
also grow because of the money sent to their fami-
lies back home. The banks earn money because the
money transfers, loans and credits to the migrants.
The stores in the malls sell merchandise to the re-
cipients of these transfers, often times things that
they don't need, food which is one of the principal
causes of obesity, and the airlines transport million
of migrants who travel to and from their countries
of origin.” (3)
But what does the word of God says about the atti-
tude we should have as people, families, churches,
communities, nations and governments towards this
Migrants should not be invisible or marginalized from reality .
health and education programs Love God through the migrant.“Those who say,

“I love God,” (but their attitude shows the cc
trary) and hate the migrants (brothers and sis
are liars; for those who do not love a migr
(brother or sister) whom they have seen, ca
love God, whom they have not seen.” (4) (
change of brother and sister for migrant in pa
thesis is our modification.) The migrant, i
widow and the orphan appear in the Bible as
same: they don't have anyone who protects tt
fundamental reason why God chooses to de
them.

wod elpawaljaney

Remembering. “The responsibility to love th
migrant should be the result of the human sen:
ity which is deep within us, but when this doe:
occur it is important to remember the history .
the advice of God’s word ” You too must love
alien, for you once lived as aliens in Egypt (-,.
The human being forgets easily their past condi- “If you employee a poor person, at the end of
tion. It is surprising when emigrants and commu- the day pay him what is right.”

= . nities of emigrants treat badly their brothers and

' sisters who are in this condition: God tells us again:
“You shall not wrong an alien, or be hard upon him;
you were yourselves aliens in Egypt. (6)

Justice and Legality Many employers take advan-
tage of the undocumented condition and exploit and
repress the alien: The word of God tells them: “You
shall not keep back the wages of a person who is
poor and needy, whether a fellow countryman or an
alien living in your country in one of your settle-
ments. Pay the persons wages on the same day be-
fore sunset, for the person is poor and their heart is
set on them: the person may appeal to the lord
against you, and you will be guilty of sin.” (7) Being
“undocumented or illegal” does not take away ones
dignity as a human being. A migrant never looses

Graphics8.nytime.com

“Jesus said heaven is a place for people from all
nations”, Mr. Kitchin likes to say, “so if you

don't like Clarkston, you won't like heaven” his/her rights no matter where he/she lives. We are
Rev. Phil Kitchin from Clarkston International called to take care of the alien: “Deal justly and
Bible Church, near Atlanta, Georgia, fairly, rescue the victim from his oppressor, do not ill
(support migrants) -treat or do violence to the alien, the orphan or the

widow.” (8)




, defender of the migrant.It is not a love tha

discriminates, if the migrant is not protected

judicial system, nor has any chance to ac

cial benefits, because of his/her illegal co

tion. If no one will defend the migrant then God is
charge and warn us of the consequences

Our Lord reaffirms this in the following paragraph
command you protect... take care of the alien. If

obey me... (I will bless you) on the contrary, | ass
this palace will be completely destroyed.” To conclut
want to recall another text, less hard than the prior
God shows his indignation that the migrant is mistre:
“A curse upon him who withholds justice from the ali
the orphan, and the widow” (9)

Conclusion To summarizing all that we have been t:

ing about, | believe is important to emphasize the foll...
ing points: the origin of constant mobilizations of large
segments of the humanity, is based on the conditions of
misery that the majority of the world has been suffering

A JUSTICE FOR
\_|IMMIGRANTS
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Many Christians have decided to support the immi-
grant’s cause.

status of being “illegal or undocumented” doesn't take
away ones human dignity as God’s son and daughter. The
migrant has the right to justice, have access to the health
care, and employment. To be a migrant doesn’t mean that
one is less than human.

As Christians, our faith calls us to receive and give hospi-
tality to everyone who leaves behind their roots, culture,
family, due to their poverty. As Christians we have the
moral responsibility to work for justice and struggle with
laws that are legal, but are unfair. Amen

Tito Rodriguez Orozco, Pastor

(1) Boff, Leonard, cites from his book: “La resurreccionGtésto Nuestra resurrecién en
la muerte” Schedan, E. O mito do pasaiso na cultura e na vidarGu&an aspectos
fundamentais da cultura Guiarani entre otros. (2) Sibate, Rd€et] walk with the
poor,” Introduction to the New Testament”, page 31 & 33 UCA edit8)sRoque, Pedro
(Columnist of El Diario de Hoy Newspaper) Article published Novem2e 2006, by El
Diario de Hoy Newspaper, El Salvador. (4) 1 John 4:20 (5) Deuterotort@, (6) Exo-
dus 22:21, (7) Deuteronomy 24:14-15, (8) Jeremiah 22:03, (9) Deuter@¥om9y.

“...If there is no one who can defend
them, God takes their side.”

for many years. We as Christians cannot
deny this phenomena, which confronts our
daily lives. We have to be clear about the
poor countries, is not for lack of resources,
but it is a problem of justice.

The word of God advises that as people,
churches, communities, cities, nations and
as government institutions, who have the
power and responsibility (especially the
governments) have the obligation to re-
ceive, protect, and take care our brothers
and sisters who come to our country. The
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“Christians cannot be on the margin
of support to immigrants.”



GOOD NEWS FOR MARIA JULIA BELTRAN

Saturday, June 21 2008 in the
ernoon hours the new house for
aria Julia Beltran was conse-
rated to God.

This house was build thanks to the efforts of
people from the Baptist Church, in Didcot,
England. Neighbors and habitants of The
Community “El Rodeo” helped with the
building of this house even though June is
the busiest time of the year for them as many
were working in the fields, but they sacri-
ficed their time in order to build this house.
Brothers and sisters from our congregation
also helped in this effort concluding with the
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FATIMA AND OLIVIA MADE SIGNIFICANT EF-
FORTS TO LEARN THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE.

Maria Julia Beltran, was very excited and
happy because it was a miracle for her to
have a house, and she continually asked us to
thank the brothers and sisters who made it
possible, she was really happy. Maria Julia
and her daughters invited all to cups of hot
chocolate and some delicious empanadas, a
typical snack prepared beforehand by herself
with her daughters and neighbors. We trust
the following comments will suffice to share
the happiness and gratitude of this family of
women, all hard workers, who have received
the good news, because the message of Jesus
moved her neighbors, brothers and sisters of
England and El Salvador making it possible
for her to have a house. Alleluia.

PASTOR TITO OROZCO BLESSING AND
CONSECRATING MARIA JULIA’S HOUSE

electric installation done by our brothers
Eber Granados and Fredys Velis.

In the consecration act, two young ladies
from the community were recognized in
their effort to study the bible and some
women showed the crochet totes that have
made; which the attendants were very sur-
prised and delighted in seeing. The solemn
act of consecration was done by our pastor
Tito Orozco.

MARIA JULIA (CENTER) HER DAUGHTER
FRANCISCA HOLDING HER DAUGHTER
(JULIA’S GRAND DAUGHTER) AND
MARIBEL (RIGHT) THE YOUNGEST OF
HER DAUGHTERS.




Sharing our Hopes and Dreams

It is a pleasure and privilege to share with you about the women in San Pedro, because in them one
can see love, giving, self-sacrifice and determination to carry on. They are quick learners andeili-
gent and they work hard in order to understand and learn every-
thing that is taught, in spite of their difficult living conditions they
have hope and dreams that in inspire others.

In 2005, our church decided to work with the women of the com-
munity San Pedro. We started having bi-monthly meetings, to have
Bible studies, talk about selfesteem and women'’s leadership; addi-
tional we also taught some handcraft skills, like embroidery, crochet

and tailoring. We started sewing pants and children’s dresses by
hand because we did not have any sewing machines, even with the
many limitations the women’s group was very excited, and eager to
learn and start this new adventure.

At the latter part of 2006, our brother John Saint from the Baptist
Church, in Cherry Hills, donated $400 to buy sewing machines, fab-
ric, thread, scissors and other items. The women’s group was quite
happy and celebrated this news




uring 2008, funds were provided by the Baptist Church from Gildersome, Eng-
land. Thanks to this support it will be possible to start a new stage in this pro-
ject during which time we plan to teach how to make purses with nylon thread
and totes with embroidery. At a second stage we will give a workshop on tai-
loring. Our dream is that this project will improve the living conditions of the participants

An experience that inspires: Angelica, mother or 3 children: (2 sons and a young girl.)

Angelica is a hard worker who wishes to improve her living condition. Everyday she gets
up at 5:00 a.m., takes a shower, makes breakfast, feed her children and husband, then she
prepare her kids for school. From 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. washes the dishes and cleans the
house. From 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. does laundry; from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. prepares
lunch; from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. her children arrive from school and have lunch. From 2:00
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Angelica and her kids go to look for firewood. From 5:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m. prepares dinner and they eat a family dinner. From 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. she starts
making crochet purses to sdtor Angelica these handicraft workshops are a blessing

from God, because now she can help her husband with the expenses of their home.

She said that before this, her children were not able to drink milk and now with the

money that she earns making the purses she is able to buy milk for her children.

THE BIG DREAM!! That these women and young adults learn with excel-
lence and take advantage of this opportunity to generate additional income and im-
prove their living conditions.

by Nidia de Rodriguez, president of the Board, IBECORD



THANK YOU GOD FOR OUR YOUTH

We want to share with you how privileged we are with the young people we have hutbhk who ar
eager to build God’s Kingdom, without concern for all types of risk and uncomfortable situbBgrex
pose themselves as they share the good news with other youth and children from different commu

Their generosity is shown every where, we encourage them to continue with their hamitvdr&ppi-
ness and selflessness, on weekends they are ready to work in the communities. Ous eleuydhappy
because in June the youth started a new mission project; they will visit the Divine Providence
where people are suffering with cancer. Our Pastor Tito Orozco will accompany @G bless oy

youth.

ities.

Hospite
r

Nazareno, Mejicanos.

David likes to write poems, and enjoys
studying the history of El Salvador. e
supports the mission of the commuryity

Betsy is an outstanding singer and
pianist. She helps in the communitigs
El Rodeo and El Paraiso (Paradise)j in

San Pedro Perulapan.

Laura is an excellent student, happy
and enjoys sports. She helps in the

Nazareno Mission, Mejicanos.

improve the conditions in her own
community. San Pedro Perulapan Mis
sion.

Maritza had made a strong decision|to

Josue, David, Joel, David Eduardo ang
Vladimir are part of the mission group
that visits the Divine Providence Ho

")
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pital.

Diego likes to teach origami. San
Pedro Perulapan Mission.

Valeria (right) feels privileged to
support the Nazareno Mission

Veronica, her strong character helps
her to lead the youth. Divine Prov|
dence Hospital Mission

Mercedes, with her smile and swe
ness makes her special Nazarerf
Mission




PRAY WITH US FOR

s For Lucia Quinney Mee’'s health, for her parents
David and Rachel and for Lucia’s sister, Alicia.

s For our brothers and sisters throughout the world
whom are compelled to migrate as they dream of a bet-
ter life.

s For those whose kingdom is their own interest and
ego; that you might enlightened their lives and ours.

s For everyone, give us sufficient wisdom and under-
standing to see the goodness in the people and work to-
gether.

) ] The commitment of Fredy and his mission-
s For everyone, our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us to dis- ary work is praiseworthy and encourages us

cover our gifts and use them to serve others. to follow his example.

s For the church, not to be an “association of baptized
people” but to show the face of Christ to the world

through our actions, the love of our Father, Mother God. _ _ .
» For the youth whom are involved in the mis-

sional work of IBECORD.

WE GIVE THANKS FOR

s For the next project in July, which will be the building
of a home for Maria Julia Aguilar in the San Pedro Pe-

rulapan Mission s The Christian commitment of the churches

whom are helping migrants.

s The fathers and mothers who work hard and
take their time to build a good loving relation-
ship with their children.

= For the brothers and sisters from other coun-
tries who help us with our missional work.

s For the community effort to build the house
for Maria Julia Beltran.

The support from the Baptist Church from
Didcot, Baptist Church from
Gildersome, both from England and the Bap-
tist Church, Cherry Hills, lllinois, USA and the
Mission of the Baptist Church El Cordero de
Dios, El Salvador.

It's a privilege to have Aida in our church, a woman
with a strong character and is also very caring.

The Baptist Church “El Cordero de Dios” invites the Baptist Churche S nationals as internationals to
promote among your members the possibility to serve a year or mo re as missionary or volunteer
missionary in El Salvador. If you feel the missionary call, write us, we need you.

You can send your opinion, ideas about this bulletin to davidgaray100@yahoo.es




