Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 7

Rhoda – Acts 12:13
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The Word – Acts 12:13

Acts 12:13-15 is the only mention of Rhoda. In terms of study material, this session could be entitled – “How to get something from nothing!” Yet in these few verses:-

· We know her name – Rhoda – A Greek name meaning Rose.  

· We know from her name that she was most likely to be a Gentile and not a Jew.

· We know her social status and employment – a household slave.

· We know she worked in Jerusalem for Mary the mother of John- Mark and Aunt of Barnabas.

· We know that she was either young, a little “dippy” or a very good servant who only opened the gate at the say so of the Mistress of the house!

· We know that she recognised Peter’s voice so must have been an accepted member among those that gathered in Mary’s home. 

· We know she was overjoyed and excited to discover Peter at the door -- indicating that she also was engaged in the prayer for his release.

· We know she was plucky! Although only a household servant, Rhoda kept insisting that Peter was at the door even though the believers thought her out of her mind or seeing angels! 

The story has echoes of another plucky girl who was taken captive by the enemies of Israel and becomes a slave to the wife of Naaman who is the commander of the army of king Aram (2 Kings 5:2,3). Naaman, a great man, highly regarded by the King and a valiant soldier was smitten with leprosy. This un-named slave girl expresses compassion to her captor and faith in Elisha the prophet of God as able to cure Naaman’s leprosy. On this occasion it is the King of Israel that is caused consternation until Elisha gets to hear of the situation and intervenes. 

In the story, the compassion, faith and personal integrity of the un-named slave girl stands in stark contrast to the deceiving and dishonest servant of Elisha, named as Gehazi. (2 Kings5:19-17). As a consequence, an event that begins with Naaman leprous then healed, ends with Gehazi who was healthy – leprous!

Questions

Compare and contrast the account of Rhoda in Acts 12:13-15 with the un-named slave girl of 1 Kings 5.

What lessons can we learn from each of these accounts?

Rhoda and the un-named slave girl were both people “at work” when God used them. Can you share of an instant when God has used you in some special way at work? 

In their societies, both Rhoda and the un-named slave girl were at the very bottom of the pile in terms of status and worth – yet God used them and their stories are still told millennia later.

Do you sometimes think that God could never use you? 

What about us?

Reflect on 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. Offer yourselves afresh to God whatever you think of your influence and status, inviting God to use you as he writes His-story!

Break into pairs and pray for each other in your work context that God might use you in unimaginable ways to demonstrate his love, communicate his truth and further his kingdom.

Reflection

"Almost everything you do will seem insignificant, but it is most important that you do it -- "Mahatma Gandhi

“Our insignificance can become our greatest significance in the hands of God” – anon

If you have time, reflect on the “Connect” material. Which session did you find the most helpful? Have you appreciated the format and the link into our Sunday morning theme? Would you appreciate similar material again? Any other comment?

– please give your feedback to Richard Nicholls

