Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 5
John-Mark -- Acts 12:12
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The word – Mark 14:51,52; Acts 12:12:12,25; 13:13; 15:36-41
Mark (or John-Mark) is one of the most intriguing characters in the New Testament. It is generally held that we first come across Mark in the Jesus story, not in Acts, but at the end of Mark’s gospel when a mysterious figure runs away from the scene of Jesus’ arrest in such fear he leaves his cloak behind (Mark 14:51,52) – perhaps to run unhindered. (The first recorded streaker!) 

In Acts 12:12 Mark is identified as the son of the Mary in whose house the early church met. The strong possibility is that this is the same house in the upper room of which, the last supper was served. It is also a  possibility that Mark was the man carrying the water jar that enabled the disciples to discover the home in which Jesus had previously arranged to celebrate his last Passover. 

Following his mention as a part of the church in Jerusalem, we next come across Mark when he is adopted by Paul and Barnabas as part of their team following their visit to Jerusalem taking a financial gift from the church at Antioch (Acts 11:30; 12:25). Paul and Barnabas take Mark back to Antioch and then on their first missionary journey as their helper. (13:5) . Their first port of call, as directed by the Holy Spirit, is Cyprus. Having concluded their ministry in Cyprus Paul and Barnabas sail for Perga in Pamphilyia whilst Mark returns to Jerusalem under something of a cloud. We are not given any specific detail, but the falling out between Paul and Barnabas prior to their next missionary journey reveals that Paul regarded mark return to Jerusalem as a desertion (15:38). 

Mark is also identified as Barnabas’ cousin (Col 4:10) perhaps explaining his level of loyalty and willingness to give Mark a second chance ((15:36-41). 

In due season the relationship between Mark and Paul is restored Mark is found working with Paul some 12yrs later (Col 4:10; Phm. 24) and five years after that is identified by Paul as valuable to him (2 Tim 4:11). 

Early Christian tradition associates Mark very closely with Peter and his ministry (1 Pet. 5:13), with Peter being Marks main source of information when writing his gospel. 
Questions

When did you first enter the Jesus story?

Has there ever been an occasion when, like Mark, you  ran away from a situation rather than seeing it through?

Whose initial response to Mark was the most helpful and healing – Paul’s or Barnabas’?

How does Jesus encourage us to deal with tensions between us? (Matthew 5:23,24; 18:15-20)

How are we to respond to Christians who back slide or make mistakes? (James 5:19,20; 1 Pet 4:8; Gal 6:1;     2 Cor. 1:5-11; Jude 22,23)

What about us?

Is it better to have a go and fail or never have a go at all?

In general terms – what can failure teach us more effectively than success?

How can we help one another overcome the fear of failure and create a community where its OK to have a go and learn through our mistakes?

Reflection

"The quality that should mark the Christian church is not goodness, but grace, not merit, but mercy, not moralism, but forgiveness, not the enshrinement of success, but the acceptance of failure . . . Lacking the nerve of failure, we have suffered a failure of nerve-to dare to dream dreams, venture visions, and risk getting splinters that come from cutting against the grain." -- Author unknown
