Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 2

Saving faith

Rahab
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The word:- Josh. 2:1-21; 6:17-25; Heb. 11:6,31; Jam. 2:25

When we are introduced to Rahab, there is no attempt to conceal who she was or what she did for a living! Rahab was a harlot – a prostitute who sold her body for sex in order to make ends meet.

The rumours of the impeding invasion of Canaan by the nomadic Israelites and their attack of Jericho in the name of their God Yahweh, was filling the citizens of Jericho with fear. 

As well as being afraid, something of what Rahab had heard brought Rahab to the realisation that the Lord, the God of the Israelites “is God in heaven above and on earth below” (– Josh. 2:11) and that He had given her Land to the Israelites (2:9). On the more personal side of her faith was the belief that the God of the Israelites was also the God of Hesed – v12 – love, mercy, and kindness to those who took shelter in Him. (2:12)

Rahab heard, feared, believed, and acted upon her belief, giving shelter to the two spies sent by Joshua to look over the land. The King of Jericho gets to hear that Rahab had given shelter to the spies and sends a search party for them. Rahab deflects their search of her home and misdirects them as to the whereabouts of the spies. As a consequence Rahab gains a pledge from the spies that if she ties a scarlet cord to her window, not only her life but the lives of her family, if safely secured in her home, would all be spared.

As little as her knowledge of God was and as driven by fear her faith may have been, it seems that Rahab fulfilled the requirement for faith defined by the writer to the Hebrews – she believed God existed and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him – 11:6. As a consequence of her faith and in response to her obedience, her life and the lives of her family were spared. Further, she  becomes:-

· an adopted citizen if Israel – Joshua. 6:25 

· cited in the N.T. as a model of faith and works – James 2:25

· recorded by Matthew as of the line of king David and Messiah as the wife of Salmon and mother of Boaz – Matthew 1:5

Questions.

From practising prostitute to descendant of Jesus!

 – what are your reflections on that turn of events?

Some suggest that there are three stages or elements in the journey of faith:-

Believing – belonging – behaving

· Can you identify each stage in the story of Rahab?

· In what sequence does it happen for Rahab?

· Does the sequence matter in the journey of faith?
Following the coming of Jesus, what do you think are the essentials of saving faith? – Rom. 10:9-11; Jhn. 1:10-12
What about us?

In order to identify her home to the army of Israel and protect those within, Rahab was instructed to attach a scarlet cord to her window.

Why not attach a scarlet cord to an often viewed item e.g. a bookmark / your car steering wheel / shaving mirror / the pot of a favourite plant etc. -- to remind you of the vital importance of living by faith.  

Each time you notice your scarlet cord let it remind you of the length Jesus went to rescue you.  

Ask Him to watch over and protect every member of your family, just as God protected Rahab’s family.  Say a prayer, asking God to increase your faith for your family.

Reflection:

“Many whom God has, the church does not have; and many whom the church has, God does not have.”

Karl Rahner, -- theologian.

