Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 4

Growing in faith
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The Word:- Luke 17:5,6

In Luke’s gospel, the disciples request of Jesus to increase their faith does not come in the context of a failed healing, an unsuccessful attempt at deliverance nor an inability to achieve some great sign or wonder. – it comes in the context of a challenge to exercise forgiveness! 

The greatest potential for growth in faith resides in obedience to the basics:-

Loving – Jn 13:34 / forgiving – Col 3:13 / accepting – Rom 15:7, serving – Lk. 17:7-10 / giving – Lk. 6:38 – praying – Matt 7:7-12

 -- if we begin to demonstrate obedience in these everyday areas -- faith will grow!

That growth in faith, as Peter’s, may appear at times to be two steps forward and one step back!

In Matthew’s gospel, we see Peter’s faith journey comprise of:-

Fortitude and failure – Matt 14:22-32

In what seems like total trust, at Jesus’ command, Peter steps out of the boat and walks on the water. But then, distracted by the wind and waves, takes his focus off Jesus and immediately begins to sink!

Following and faltering – Matt 16:13-28

In response to Jesus’ question “ “Who do you say I am?” Peter declares Jesus to be the Christ, speaking the very words of the Father. Then, in what seems no time at all. Peter receives a rebuke from Jesus for speaking the words of Satan!

Fearlessness and faintheartedness – Matt 26:47-56; 69-75

At Jesus’ arrest it is Peter that draws the sword and cuts of the ear of the High Priest’s servant – then runs away and three times denies ever knowing Jesus!

Yet if like Peter, we respond positively to set backs – accepting rebuke – working through failure – embracing  forgiveness – we too can rejoice in a faith as precious as his! – 2 Peter 1:1

Questions.

What did the exercise of faith Involve in each of the following? 

The widow of Zarephath – 1 Kings 17:7-16

The Widow’s oil – 2 Kings 4:1-7 

The servants at a wedding in Cana -- John 2:1-11

The disciples at the feeding of the 5,000 and 4,000 

-- Matt 14:13-21; 15:29-39

Can you share an occasion when your faith grew having first taken a step of obedience? 

Reflection:-

Faith is not belief without proof, but trust without reservation. -- Elton Trueblood

Fear knocked at the door and faith answered.  No one was there. - Old English Proverb

Increased faith may not entirely dispel doubt -- (Matt 28:17) -- but it will help to diminish fear and develop a willingness to take the risk of radical obedience.

“Faith untried remains small faith” Charles Spurgeon

“Part of your inheritance as a member of the family of faith is radical, risky obedience” – Luke Davydaitis

“Faith is spelt R I S K” -- John Wimber

