Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 9

Courageous faith
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Word:- Numbers 13:1–14:9; Deut.31:1-8 

The Israelites, having been miraculously delivered from slavery in Egypt and rescued from the pursuing army of Pharaoh, were about to enter the promised land. 

The Lord commands Moses to send spies to explore the land and report back to the people. Twelve spies were sent, one from each tribe, including Caleb from the tribe of Judah and Joshua from the tribe of Ephraim ( Num. 13:1-16).

At the end of forty days exploration, the spies return from the promised land with such a large cluster of grapes it took two to carry it on a pole between them! However, despite the fruitfulness of the land the majority report, fuelled by fear, focuses on the Giants and the fortified cities concluding :-

 “we seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes.” – Nu. 13:33

The minority report from Caleb and Joshua, fuelled by faith (Nu. 14:6-9), concluded “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” – Nu. 13:30 

The majority report wins the day, generating discouragement and resulting in the people grumbling and rebelling against God.      (Numbers 14:1-4) 

After forty years wandering in the desert (one year for each day the spies spent in the promised Land! -- Nu. 13:25), during which all of the disobedient generation apart from Joshua and Caleb have died, the Israelites once again stand on the verge of the promised land. 

Moses, who is also about to die, challenges the people this time around to “Be strong and very courageous”. These words first spoken as a command to the people of God by Moses, become the  watchwords over Joshua who is to succeed Moses in the leadership of the people. (Deut.31:6, 7, 23; Josh. 1:6,7,9.18) 

Cautious faith that focuses on the obstacles or courageous faith that focuses on the presence, promises and power of God – which will we choose?

Questions

On what was the strong and courageous faith of Joshua and Caleb based?

Numbers 14:5-9

Deuteronomy 31:6,8,23

Joshua 1:9

What parallels can we draw between the events we have looked at in the books of Deuteronomy and Joshua with the command of Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20?

As well as being strong and very courageous (1 Cor. 16:13) in what other way should we model Joshua? (Josh 1:7,8)

What about us?

It was said of Caleb:- “Caleb has a different spirit and follows me whole-heartedly," (Num. 14:24). Of what spirit will we choose to be? – spend time to pray strength, courage, whole-heartedness into each others lives.

Reflection

The men who try to do something and fail are infinitely better than those who try to do nothing and succeed. 

Lloyd Jones

Far better is it to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though chequered by failure...than to rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in a grey twilight that knows not victory nor defeat.    

Theodore Roosevelt

26th President Of The United States

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.     

Mark Twain

