Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 2

Ananias – Acts 9:10
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The Word – Acts 9:1-25

Saul – later to be called Paul – first comes on to the scene at the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7. As the crowd began to stone Stephen, Saul minded their clothes (7:58) and gave approval to Stephen’s death (8:1). From that time, Saul a zealous Pharisee, (Phil. 3:5,6) intensely persecuted the church, in his own words, “trying to destroy it” – Gal 1:13. Travelling from town to town and even foreign cities, such as Damascus, to find Christians to arrest, persecute and vote for their death – Acts 26:9-11. 

Then, whilst on the road from Jerusalem to Damascus to arrest more Christians, he is confronted by the risen Lord who asks “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” (9:4) Blinded by the flash, Paul is led to Damascus where for three days he remains blind and goes without food in prayer and fasting.

Among the believers in Damascus are Judas and  Ananias (whose name means God is gracious). Judas opens his home to Saul.  Ananias, as well as a believer, was a devoted observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living in Damascus (22:12) On receiving a vision, despite initial reticence, Ananias responds to the Lord’s instruction to go to Saul at Judas’s house on Straight Street, lay his hands on him for healing and filling of the Holy Spirit, baptise him & minister to his physical needs (9:11-19).

Not only does he minister to Saul he no doubt conveys additional revelation to Saul as to the nature of his new calling (9:13,14; 20:23; 22:12-16) 

We have no idea by whom, how or when the church was planted in Damascus or how Judas and Ananias became believers. What we do know is that they show a remarkable sense of community, personal spiritual maturity and gifting -- however embryonic the church they were apart of may have been. 

Saul initially spends several days with the believers in Damascus and many days preaching in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. Paradoxically, by the end of his stay in Damascus, those he followed into the faith become his followers. Those he had come to destroy, deliver him from those who want to kill him by enabling him to escape by night lowering him in a basket through  an opening in the city wall. (9:25)

Questions

Both the Ethiopian (Acts8:26) and Saul encounter Christ “on the road” at “in-between” places. Is it sometimes easier for God to encounter us when we are away from the distractions of our usual environment? If so, what implications might that have for us?

The Lord called to Ananias in a vision – how have you known God communicate with you?

Ananias received a word for himself and a word for Saul? Have you ever received a message that proved to be from God – whether from others or for others?

List the qualities and spiritual gifts that are displayed by Judas and Ananias. Should these be evident amongst the body of believers today?

If so, how could they be discovered, encouraged and cultivated?

The prayer ministry of Stephen (Acts 7:60), the hospitality of Judas, the obedience, brotherly love (9:17) and ministry gifts of Ananias which do you most desire? (1 Corinthians 14:1)

What about us?

Who are those who most oppose Christian believers today? How should we respond to them? (Rom. 12:14-21; 1Pet 4:12-19)

How much do you know about the persecuted church? Why not delegate someone within the group to find out more from  organisations such as:-

www.opendoorsuk.org
barnabasfund.org

www.persecutedchurch.org
www.releaseinternational.org
Have pieces of paper and pens available. Spend some moments in silence praying for those sat with you. Write down any word of encouragement or verse of scripture you believe God would want you to bless another group member with. Be sure to pass that word to them before you go your separate ways.
